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Welcome/Introduction

Welcome to the Good Place! J

Everything is fine, great, bonzer !

If youõre a fan of the show, youõll know that the 

first episode of each season thus far has started 

in this manner.  So I hope that everything for you 

today has been fine, great, and bonzer !

My name is Veronica Tuzi, and Iõve been a 

teacher in the TCDSB for 16 years now.  Iõm a 

Department Head of Religion and Chaplaincy, 

a Chaplain, sit on various school committees, sit 

on my local union executive as Recording 

Secretary (6 years now), and belong to various 

committees.



About This Presentation

Making philosophy culturally relevant can sometimes pose a challenge, but Michael 
Schurõs award winning NBC fantasy-comedy show, The Good Place , has thrust 

philosophy into the limelight as no other show has done before. Almost every episode is 

rife with philosophical references and conundrums, as we watch the characters struggle 

with the study of ethics, and the goal of becoming a better person, so that they can 

reach the actual Good Place. The brilliant twist to this dilemma is that the characters 

are dead, and so trying to become good in the afterlife seems almost futile...and yet 

they persist. After viewing the first two seasons, the realization dawned that using The 

Good Place to guide the HZT4U1 course would help students to become more engaged 

and to see firsthand the importance of philosophy in everyday life.



The Past

When I first started teaching philosophy many moons ago, the program/syllabus I was

using was very Eurocentric, patriarchal, and ended at the Existential period.  It also 

moved chronologically through the history of philosophy, and then had separate units 

on the branches, which caused quite a bit of repetition.  Realizing that my students 

were curious for content beyond these parameters and that as a woman,  I was not 

seeing myself represented in the content I presented them, I modified the syllabus.  I 

included a more international perspective, instead of just discussing European 

philosophers; female philosophers; LGBTQ+ philosophers; and I ended the course in the 

present day.  I taught this version of the course for many years, but as time went by, I 

noticed that students were not responding as before, and were having more and 

more difficulty with the assessments being used. 



The Epiphany

Having a subscription to Netflix has been both a blessing and a 

curse, as Iõm sure we can all attest to.  

Last June, in at attempt to find a new show to pique my interest, I 

started watching The Good Place . I was instantly floored by the 

depth of philosophical discourse being presented.

I watched season 2 while travelling to Europe last summer, and 

that was when the idea struck:

Why not base a philosophy course on the series?



The Genesis

Since the series focuses a great deal on ethics and 

ethical theories, I decided to echo that throughout 

the syllabus.  While the other branches of philosophy 

are covered (metaphysics, logic, epistemology, etc ) 

in quite extensive detail, the emphasis is on ethics.  

This is a departure from how I have usually taught the 

course, which had an emphasis on metaphysics.  

I also realized that I had to carve out enough time for

the episodes to be watched, and for the

content/curriculum to be covered. That proved to 

be a challenge at times, trying to balance 

instructional time with watching the series.



The Premise

Seems like the major world religions got the afterlife 5% correct J



Layers and Themes

How does one become a good person?

Thisis the crux of the series, and what is most fascinating 

about the showõs approach is that it is devoid of any 

religious connection.  Taking a secular viewpoint, the 

series attempts to show how people of various 

backgrounds/lifestyles have earned either The Good 

Place of The Bad Place (season 3 explores The actual 

Good Place in more depth).  

Where the series turns traditional thinking on its head is 

the premise that a person can improve after death.  

Every major world religion believes that our actions in 

this life determine our status in the next(even 

reincarnation in Buddhism and Hinduism).  But none 

state that we can effect change after death.

As you can see, the four main 

characters represent cultural diversity, 

and they also represent diversity in terms 

of sexual orientation.



Layers and Themes

We are all redeemable.

The series seems to stipulate that no matter how bad of a 

person one may have been in their earthly life, they can still be 

redeemed in the next life.  While Eleanor seems to be the 

protagonist/main character, the series also follows the moral 

development of the other three humans.  Throughout the first 

two seasons, the audience witnesses their evolution, comes to 

sympathize and empathize with their earthly struggles, and 

share in the big and small triumphs they

achieve.  Even the demon, Michael, finds

that he is capable of change and

redemption, as he learns about human

ethics from Chidi .

Each main character fulfills a 

particular archetype/stereotype:

Eleanor : selfish, self centered,

completely detached from others 

around her

Chidi : intellectual, stuck inside his

own head, paralyzed by

indecision, lacking confidence

Tahani : self centered, self

deceptive

Jason : completely oblivious, 

amoral, self serving



Making Philosophy Mainstream

The series does an excellent job of presenting 

philosophical concepts in a condensed form to TV 

viewers.  By having an actual philosopher in 

residence (Todd May), the series stays true to actual 

philosophical concepts without dilution.

This has also led to many articles discussing the fact 

that the series has made philosophy more accessible 

than ever before, by also presenting it through 

humour and pathos.

I also created an òExistentialist Playlistó while we were 

discussing the Existential period, after S2E4.  The 

students really enjoyed the songs/lyrics I provided, 

even asking if I had a Spotify playlist (I do not).  


