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What is feminism? 

·Opposition to the oppression of women 

·Fight for womenõs equality in law and practice 

·Attention to the gendered nature of reality 

 

 

 

 

 

·NOT:  

Ɓsuperiority of women 

Ɓhatred of men  

ƁMiley Cyrus 

 

 

 



What does feminism have to do 

with philosophy?  

·A position within political philosophy 

·Attention to overlooked aspects of daily life 

·Critique of social institutions 

·Openness to radical thought 

·Early proponents of womenõs rights and 

suffrage arising from philosophical analysis 

ƁE.g. John Stuart Mill 

·A gendered critique of the history of 

philosophy 



There were always women 

philosophers 

Diotima of Mantineia 

oWalkerõs (2005) hypothesis:  

òtwentieth century feminist 

philosophy is really a fourth waveó 

 

oSee Project Vox 

 

oNB: Not all women philosophers 

are welcomed as feminists! 



Women philosophers in Ontario 

philosophy curriculum (2013) 
·Mary Wollstonecraft (suffragist) 

·Hannah Arendt (20th Century political) 

·Simone de Beauvoir (20th Century 
existentialist) 

·Philippa Foot (trolley problem) 

·Susan Moller Okin (political) 

·Alison Jaggar (ethics and epistemology) 

·Evelyn Fox Keller (philosophy of science) 

·Sandra Harding (philosophy of science) 

·Martha Nussbaum (ethics/political) 



Types and Approaches of 

Contemporary Feminist Philosophy 

Feminist 
Philosophy 

Feminist analyses 
of social, 

political, and 
moral problems 

Philosophical 
attention to 
womenõs lived 

realities 

Reconside-
rations of 
philosophy 

from a 
feminist 

perspective 

Theorizing 
about gender, 

sexual 
difference,  

relationships, 
etc.  

Feminist 
critiques of 

other 
philosophers or 

philosophical 
traditions 

e.g. Kittay on 

dependency 

work 

e.g. Jaggar on 

epistemology; 

Noddings on 

ethics 

e.g. Mackinnon on 

domination; Butler 

on performativity 

e.g. Okin on 

Locke and 

Rawls; Martin 

on Rousseau 

e.g. 

Nussbaum 

on sex work; 

Scheppele on 

law 



SOME FEATURES OF 
FEMINIST PHILOSOPHY  
SEE SHERWIN  (1988) 



Difference #1:   

Personal vs. Universal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Related differences: 

·Social vs. Private 

·Cooperative vs. Competitive  

Sherwinõs experience 

of having feminist 

paper rejected 

Kantõs transcendental 

deduction  



Difference #2:   

Empirical vs. Abstract 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Related difference: 

·Practical/applied vs. Theoretical 

 



Difference #3:   

Interdisciplinary vs. Autonomous 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·òThatõs not real philosophyó 

Womenõs Studies 

History 

Political Science 

Biology 

Literature  

Cultural Studies 

Etc. 



Difference #4:   

Politically Charged vs. Politically 

Neutral or Open-ended  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·Measured by politics vs. Measured by logic 



Rethinking the Differences 

·Analytic vs. Continental philosophy 

·Even in analytic, no singular methodology 

·Much philosophy takes empirical information 

into account, e.g. applied ethics, or uses 

empiricist epistemology 

·Lots of Western philosophy has been politically 

(or religiously) charged 

·Feminist philosophy not always as cooperative, 

personal, or practical as suggested 



FEMINISM IN 
METAPHYSICS/  
ONTOLOGY  



Simone de Beauvoir 

·French existentialism and 

Jean-Paul Sartre 

·Being and Nothingness (1943)  

·The Second Sex (1949) 



Existentialism 101 

Being-in-itself  Being-for-itself 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Freedom and facticity 

o Bad faith and transcendence 

 



Being-for-others 

òThe Thirdó 



Existentialist Feminism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Man = Human 
 

ü ESSENTIAL 

ü SUBJECT 

ü ABSOLUTE 
 

Woman = Other 
 

ü INESSENTIAL 

ü OBJECT 

ü INCIDENTAL 

òA man is in the right in being a man; it is the woman who is 

in the wrong.ó  (xxi) 



Overcoming Womenõs Oppression 

·De Beauvoirõs diagnosis:  bad faith 

 

·De Beauvoirõs prescription:  

transcendence 

ƁWork outside the home 

ƁIntellectualism 

ƁPolitical action 

ƁReject bodily objectification 

 



Critiques of de Beauvoir 

·Inaccessible  

·Classist/White perspective 

·Anti-materialist 

ƁDismissive of womenõs bodies, e.g. pregnancy 

·Androcentric 

ƁòTranscendenceó is a masculine value 

 



FEMINISM IN ETHICS  



Kohlbergõs 6 Stages of Moral 

Development 

1. 

Obedience  

6. 
Universalism  

5. Social 

Contract  

4. 

Authority  

3. 

Conformity  

2. Self-

Interest  

How can I avoid punishment? 

Whatõs in it for me?  (Egoism) 

What would a good boy/nice girl do? 

Law and order morality 

(Rousseau, 

Mill) 

Kant Example: 

·Stealing drugs to save dying 

wife 


